wé. B 'g% .
=% 75y
s{};’?gj‘}

T i‘ ”ﬁi:;"*e

. V

g‘és}g f%ffg ;{}E‘ ]

Ma&“

NARBATIVE SUBRMARY
Noverber, 1969
Heservoir Investigations 3053404 Joe B, Huston

The spawning rm of mountaln whitefish passing th irough the Eﬁﬁ;ry Horss
Creek trap started Octcber 22nd and atenpai Hovember Zlst, The trap is Ecba+ed
shout. one ;a¢& mile above the mouth of Hunpry Horse (reek when the reservoir is
at full pool level. It has seeﬁ.est*r ated that when Hungry Horse is full about
half of the Whlb@igmh would spawn below the trap and the remainder above the
trap. This year the reservoir was drawn down aboubt AQ feet and large nunbers
of whitefish spawned in the stream channel that is normeily inundated by the
reservelr,

During the month 186 spawning whitefish were passed through the trap. Of
these, 146 were males and 4O femsles. The males averaged 11,9 inches total
length and renged from 9.5 to 15.5 inches, Females averaged 1Z2.% inches total
length and ranged from 10.0 to 1,.2 inches, Egg counts on two females, LB G and
13.4 inches total length, averaged 3,018 eggs each.,

Creel-census information was obitained from Hungry Horse Reservoir and its
tributary streams during the general big-game hunting season. Anglers fishing
the reservolr are primarily fishing for westslope cubbhroat troub wheress anglers
fishing tributary streams are seeking mguﬂtagﬁ whitefish. Thirty-five reservoir
anglers caught 152 culthroat at a rate of L. 5L Tigh per hour, One hundred thirtym—
three siream anglers caught 1,743 whitefish at an average rate of L.OL per hour,
Compared to previous year's da@a the number of anglers was down and the cateh
- rate was up; this probably an effect of the reservoir drawdown.

Testing of boat mounted electrofishing gear suitable for use in the Kootenai
River was started. Two day-time and two night~time trips have been made to date.
- Day~time efforts yielded about 3 fish pey hour versus a yvield of about 100 fish
per hour during night-time excursions, Minor m@dlf_sat¢ons in the gear, partic-
ulary recovery gear, should increase the cateh rate at least two-fold, Catch nesar
Warland {ten miles above Libby dam) was about 90 percent whitefish, 3 percent
trout, and 7 percent suckers. Catch near the mouth of Fisher River (fomr miles
below Libby dam} wss aboul 50 percent esach suckers and whitefish., Redside shiners
were sbundant in both aress but have nob been entered in ihe catch statisitics,

The Prospect Creek trap was fished continucusly from October Lih through
Hovember 1hth To enumerate brown trout entering for spawning. Total cateh con-
sisted of two male brown troubt, 17.5 and 11.0 inches. totel lengbh, three suckers,
and ong brook troul,

Preliminary strean charmel elignwent survey of a men-made stream in the
Thompson Falls area was completed. The landowner plans on piping 2§Q ﬁ$n§w33
inches of water aboubt 7,000 feet for the water source of this new stream, This
“new" stream should be sbout 1,700 feet long and wl?; include a agaii ressrvolir
near its end to serve as a source of irrigstion water,




